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“To be known and read” by a l l . . .

With Brushes of Comets’ Hair
As a lifelong minister and evangelist, I’ve thought often of the horror that must fill the heart of a husband or wife whose spouse has died
and, they are convinced, gone to
hell. What a terrible burden to live
with! What a tragically distorted
conception of God! Your coverage
of hell, on the other hand, presents
a God both just and merciful, who
bids His children to rest awhile and
\ y / n i l a m r U £ « v r « * » . « « « ***

then to open their eyes on His smiling “Welcome, home, child!”
The subject of the afterlife is not
academic to me; I approach my
eighth decade of life and have
recently lost my wife, Rose, a victim
of Alzheimer’s. After you have loved
another person so completely and
so long (in my case, 53 years of
happy marriage), it would be easy
to remember your loved one, not in
the vibrant vigor of youth but in

in t W W H inT tD W D flRITK>R€D M IG H T S OF

W I L im m TH € COITQUCROR. BUT K€RRy SURVIVED T H € BATTLE OF H fiST inG S
unwounoco, r o d WHcn hc r et u r n ed Home hc ait d h id /t h wer e.
* • * FOR TH € LEGEHD T LLS TH J i f R PARENTS COULD DOT PREVj "
T H €m , SO POWERFUL WAS V *
THC STORE RING.

4

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 1998

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 3 [1998], No. 4, Art. 1
E

P

I

S

terms of that final and devastating
illness. But I choose, instead, to
remember her in the springtime of
life. Ive taped a picture of my “Miss
Universe” to the dash of my fireengine-red Honda with five on the
floor. I play the songs of the 40s and
think of her.
Memories! Her smile reflected
peace with God. I always tried to
conduct family worship with my
wife and children and did my best
with my personal devotions, but I
never thought much about Rose
and her private devotions until she
was gone. Then I was astounded by
her personal notes and observations
about God and holy things—
though I knew from the start that
this ministers daughter was smarter
than me. She usually tucked our
children in bed and prayed with
them. I find myself wishing I had
done that more often.
In just a few days now, I plan to
take the train south from London
to Brighton, England, and then on a
few miles east to the ancient Parish
Church of St. Margaret in Rottingdean. It was here that Kipling
went for prayer. And here he was
inspired to write the “Recessional,”
his immortal plea for humility and
faith in God. St. Margaret s has special meaning to me, for the old
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Saxon doorway and Norman tower,
which survive, are faithfully reproduced in the Church of the Recessional in Glendale, California,
where Rose and I were married in
1943.1 shall kneel and kiss the cobblestone pathway that leads to St.
Margarets and thank God for the
woman God loaned me for more
than half a century. And I shall
remember Kipling’s words in
“When Earth’s Last Picture Is
Painted”:
“When earth's last picture is
painted, and the tubes are twisted
and dried,
When the oldest colors have faded,
and the youngest critic has died,
We shall rest, and, faith, we shall
need it— lie down for an eon or two,
Till the Master of All Good Workmen shall set us to work anew.
And those that were good shall be
happy; they shall sit in a golden
chair,
They shall splash at a ten-league
canvas with brushes of comets' hair;
They shall find real saints to draw
from, Magdalene, Peter, and Paul;
They shall work for an age at a
sitting and never be tired at all!
And only The Master shall praise
us, and only The Master shall blame;

5
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol3/iss4/1

2

Multiple: Epistles

E

P

I

S

And no one shall work for money,
and no one shall work for fame;
But each for the joy of working,
and each, in his separate star,
Shall draw the Thing as he sees It
for the God of Things as They Are!”
— 1892 L’Envoi to “The Seven Seas”
Dick Rentfro
Ellensburg, Washington
An Audacious Offer
A year ago before Christmas, you
suggested we send Perspective Digest
as a gift. As I remember, someone
got after you for even suggesting
that we think of such a thing. Are
you going to suggest it again? And if
you do, would you consider a special price for, say, five gift subscriptions to friends?
E. S. N.
Flagstaff, Arizona•
• Suggest it? Well, I can’t demand
it, but I can offer an inducement.
Without even asking the Adventist
Theological Society. I’ll knock a dollar off our already cheap price
($9.95) for each sub, and if ATS
doesn’t like it, I’ll make up the difference. Up to 500 subs, how’s that?
Furthermore, you don’t have to
send PD only to friends! Send one
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to an enemy; you may make a
friend! And if you’d like, send your
gift list and a check, money order,
or whatever to me, and I’ll take care
of it for you (April Younker, our
usual efficient sender of subs, is
always a treat to talk with).
For the benefit of the sister who
didn’t like my suggestion on a
Christmas gift (I got it from Ellen
White!), I will not wear a Santa suit.
Instead, out of a grateful heart
for God’s gift of Himself, I offer the
following for meditation. And
remember, you’re getting it early
enough to put your Christmas
house in order this year.—R.R.H.
God in the Straw
Theodosius Harnack, Luther
scholar of note, said that for Luther
the imperative was to have “God
deep in the flesh.” Christmas celebrates just that: God deep in the
flesh. So great was God’s longing for
His creatures’ redemption, says
Luther, that God’s preference for
human nature over angelic nature
might even have provoked the
angels to jealousy! But Psalm 8
nudges that issue: What are human
beings that You are mindful of
them? They have been made a bit
lower than the angels but crowned
with glory and honor. A preference
for humans: in that lies the Christ-
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mas gospel.. . .
There is God in the flesh, thriving in a placenta, protected by a
water bag, bouncing on a donkey
ride to Bethlehem where His folks
had to meet the local IRS. No different than any other baby at the time.
While God preferred human
nature to the angelic, God asked no
human favors and got none. When
inns are full they are full. Sleep
where one can. God deep in the
flesh became God deep in the straw.
Mary, the mother of the Creator,
sustained the one who sustained all
the living.— C. John Weborg in the
Covenant Companion, December
1994.
Thought-Provoking Cautions
Last Sabbath a good friend gave
me Volume 3, Number 2 of Perspective Digest. I read it with interest
and enjoyed your comments in
“Epistles.”
The first paragraph of Norman
Gulley s article, however, gave me
pause: “The 19th century was critical because it marked the birth of
His end-time emphasis on the everlasting gospel through the Seventhday Adventist Church.” I regret to
say that as a denomination, we have
neither fully understood righteous-
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ness by faith for ourselves nor have
we, generally speaking, put it into
practice. Some of our ministers
seem to think that to uplift Christ
and His righteousness means to use
the name of Jesus more frequently
in their sermons. However, an
encouraging change has come.
There are Adventists around,
behind the pulpits and before, who
know how to combine the law and
the gospel, but there are great pockets of ignorance.
I am distressed also by the tooenthusiastic manner in which some
Adventists talk about “Apostate
Protestantism.” We must never lose
sight of the many honest pastors in
Protestant (and Catholic) pulpits. A
careful reading of what our relationship should be to these pastors
in Evangelism (see pages 143, 144;
562-564) would provide a wholesome corrective.
I was greatly encouraged by the
report in the Review about our talks
with the Lutherans. Perhaps it will
help the irate Lutheran bishop who
wrote to cancel his gift subscription
to Ministry magazine. He said that
the local Adventist pastor slapped
him on his back and called him
“brother” at Ministerial Association
meetings and then held Revelation
seminars, which some of his members attended, and told them that
Continued on page 61
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C ontinued from page 7

they belonged to Babylon.
I took a course in death and
dying at a Roman Catholic seminary in Ottawa, Canada. Toward the
end, the professor asked me to give
the class the Adventist view of the
state of the dead. I did so with fear
and trembling, expecting to be
stoned. Instead, I found several of
them nodding their heads in agreement. As I stepped down, several
said, “You know, I believe as you
do.” Then the professor turned to
the blackboard and wrote HPH,
saying as she did so, “You will see
that we have gotten away from
Heaven, Purgatory, Hell.”
Occasionally I am able to visit
the Valley Presbyterian church here
in Scottsdale. The preacher is Dr.
Erickson. Every message I have
heard is Christ-centered and every
appeal he makes is for Christ to rule
in the lives of his congregation.
Perhaps the main reason Ive
written this letter is to lower my
blood pressure. If I should read
articles that exalt righteousness by
faith, or fail to, I will seek to relieve
any internal imbalance by another
Epistle! Attached is my check for a
subscription.
Lyndon K. McDonnell
Scottsdale, Arizona
E-mail: lmcdow5032@aol.com

For Prospective Bible
Champs Only!
Hey, Dad, got any more of those
questions that Graham Mitchell
answered on his way to Bible
Champ of the world? The few you
printed were too easy—only kidding! I’d like to see some of the
other 60 he had to answer in the
finals.— Kimberly.

The M itchells

• OK. For you and scores of others who’d like to test yourself,
here’s a few more from the written
final in Jerusalem. You’ll not hear
anything like them on Jeopardy!
And minds filled with details of
Seinfeld reruns, America’s Funniest
Home VideoSy Entertainment
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became the king s nurse, and after
David died, who wanted to marry
her?
49. What daughter said to her
father: “Give me a blessing: for thou
hast given me a south land; give me
also springs of water”?
If you need a breather, here’s a
simple remedy from another section: Where do we find an instance
of m outh-to-mouth resuscitation?
Ready for more?
Name five of the visions which
the prophet Zechariah had.
One prophet indicts the priests
severely and at length. Who was he?
State three of his reasons.
Which prophet’s life was saved
by a quotation from another
prophet?
Two prophets called their children by symbolical names. State the
names of the children. (To end on a
nice note, I’ll supply the answer.)
Isaiah and Hosea. Immanuel,
Shear-jashub and Maher-shalalhashbaz, Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah and
Lo-ammi (Israel Contest spellings).
For your comfort, Kim, and for
all others who now feel four-foottwo, the editor of Perspective Digest
could look you all right in the
eye____—R.R.H.

Tonight, Third Rock from the Sun,
Two Guys and a Girly Sabrina the
Teenage Witch, etc., can stop now.
(I just looked up the titles, honest!)
4. Name the three feasts during
which all males are required “to
appear before the Lord God.”
5. “Then shalt thou send abroad
the sounding trumpet on the tenth
day of the seventh month.” Which
day is this?
9. “How goodly are thy tents, O
Jacob, thy dwellings, O Israel!” Who
said this? In what book is this passage?
12. Where in the Scriptures do
we find mention of the laws of
righteousness as being superior to
those of other nations?
14. The Bible tells us that
“Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of
the spirit of wisdom.” What reason
does the text give for his wisdom?
18. When David sent his young
men to Nabal in Carmel he told
them to say to Nabal: “Let the
young men find favor in thine eyes
for we come on a good day.” What
was this good day for Nabal that
David referred to?
25. Absalom preferred the counsel o f _________to the counsel of
Ahitophel.
30. Who won a wife by capturing
the city of Kirjath-sepher (Debir)?
39. When David was old, who
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